Ryogin-an

Ryogin-an is one of the sub-temples of Tofuku-ji and belongs to the Tofukuji
School of the Rinzai Sect. It was once the residence of Tofuku-ji’s 3rd
generation abbot, Mukanfumon (Daimin Kokushi), who also founded Nanzen-ji
temple. The Hojo (Abbot’s Hall) is a national treasure from the Muromachi
period (end of the 14th Century to the beginning of the 15th Century), and is the
oldest existing Hojo in Japan today. The structure of this temple features the
Shoin Style and Shinden Style of architecture, which are highly valued.

The main feature of this temple are the three Karesansui, or Zen gardens,
circumscribing the Hojo on the east, west and south sides. The three gardens all
represent deep Zen philosophies. The South Garden (The Garden of Vanity) was
designed solely with simple white sand, with no trees or grass. The West Garden
(The Dragon Garden) features a dragon ascending into heaven from the sea. The
blue rocks in the center represent the head of the dragon, the black and white
sands represent clouds, and the zigzag pattern on the bamboo fence represents
lightning bolts. The East Garden (The Garden of the Inseparable) was created
and based on an episode from the childhood of Kokushi. All these gardens were
designed by the landscaping genius Shigemori Mirei in 1964.
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Nameplate “Ryogin-an” written by
Ashikaga Yoshimitsu
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