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The refined circular garden of Momoyama period style
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'The Suizenji Jojuen Garden represents the Fifty-Three Stations of
the Tokaido Road.
The fresh springs in the garden release clean, cold water, which flows
there from Mt.Aso via underground currents.

In 1636 Tadatoshi, the third Lord of Hosokawa, began its construction
as a tea retreat, and he also built a temple here for Priest Gentaku (a
former Priest of Rakanji). This temple was called Suizenji.

This beautiful Momoyama style garden evolved durring the
reigns of the fourth and the fifith Lords.

In all it took about 80 years to complete.

Jojuen was named after a character in poem written by Tao Yuanming,
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The first lord, Fujitaka(Yusai), was a master of traditional waka
poetry and initiated Imperial Prince Toshihito the secret of this
classical style of poetry in this room.
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Tzumi Shinto Shrine was built in 1878 and dedicated in recognition
of the cultural, moral and intellectual leadership of the successive
Hosokawa rulers. Jojuen is the precinct of the Izumi Shrine.
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A stage for Noh plays was built at the same time as the Izumi Shrine.

Noh peformances are celebrated here in the spring and the fall.
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Water for Longevity
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When Tadatoshi Hosokawa selected this site for his garden and tea
arbor, the main reason was the spring-fed pond. It provides clean
water that is excellent for making tea, and it is also said that this

water has miraculous effects on one’s longevity.
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Practice water conservation
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The walking tour of Jojuen takes about 20 minutes
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