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The History of Asakusa Tori no Ichi

Asakusa Tori no Ichi dates back to the open-air market held on the day of
a ceremonial exhibition of a Buddhist image for Washi Myoken
Daibosatsu-a Great Bodhisattva at Chokokuji Temple that was familiar to
the people during the Edo Era because of its statue standing on the back of
an eagle with a treasure sword. The Great Bodhisattva was called “Otori-
sama” by the populace.

The open-air market was used to be held on the day of a ceremonial
exhibition of a Buddhist image for Washi Myolen Daibosatsu that was the
10th zodiac day in November and was called “Tori no Ichi” This “Tori no
Ichi” then became the origin of the current Asakusa Tori no Ichi open-air
roadside market.

In the beginning, Tori no Ichi that was held in Kasai Hanamata Village
(currently in Adachi-ku) was called “Hon no Tori” and the another one held
in Asakusa was called“Shin no Tori” whilst the former was more thriving
than the latter in those days. It then so happened thereafter that Yoshiwar-
a, a famous pleasure resort was then re-located to the east adjacent area
of Chokokuji Temple that made Asakusa Tori no Ichi the most famous
annual event in Edo.

GOOD LUCK AND HAPPINESS-GOOD BUSINESS AND PROSPERITY

“Tori no Ichi” that became a special and famous event in Edo had its origin
in Hanamata Village where the open-air market had been held in the month
of November to sell the bamboo rakes for cleaning autumn leaves by the
populace.

Later on, Tori no Ichi at Chokokuji Temple sold a bamboo rake called
“Engi Kumade” decorated with the illustration of Japanese gold and silver
coins and many other treasures, and a moon-faced woman’s mask called
“Okame"” which were believed by the people as a sign of good luck bringing
an excellent fortune.

“Kashira no imo” and “Kogane mochi” were also believed leading toward
good fortune and wealth for the populace believing in omens. On the other
hand, the Chokokuji Temple itself sold an amulet called “Kakkome
Kumade” that was a small bomboo rake decorated with a rich crop of rice.
Currently, visitors to the Temple can also get the same amulet for good
fortune, luck and wealth.

In Edo Era, the populace culture was flourishing and in particular thriving

“Tori no Ichi” was taken up as the subject and theme in the field of then
art and literature-Hiroshige, the master of “Ukiyoe” often drew a picture
of “Tori no Ichi” and a famous “Haiku” composer composed “Haru wo
matsu, koto no hajime ya Tori no Ichi” Thus Tori no Ichi was an indispens-
able annual event to the populace in Edo. Nowadays, Tori no Ichi is being
held at various places in the country having been pervaded by Asakusa
Tori no Ichi with more than 360 years heritage from the Edo Era.

In line with the legal enforcement of Shintoism and Buddhism separation
during the Meiji Era, the Chokokuji Temple was separated to Tori no Tera
Chokokuji Temple and Ootori Shinto Shrine and each of them has been
holding its own Tori no Ichi. In Tokyo, Asakusa Chokokuji is the only one
Temple solely held by the Tori no Ichi with the cultural heritage from the
Edo Era. (In general, Tori no Ichi is held by the special Shinto Shrines,)

® Tori no Ichi and Edo Populace: Tori no Ichi is one of the biggest turning
points in the yuletied for ending up the past year for a nearing happy New
Year to come. ® Washi & Ootori: An eagle.
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