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Castle Town Matsushiro
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BEFrom1622 until the end of Samurai days in
1868, the Sanada family ruled this town and its
surroundings about 250 years.

Now, we have many historical structures such
as Matsushiro Castle, many Samurai residences,
the Domain lord's Palace and the School for
Samurai boys, we call the Bunbu Gakko.

In addition, many notable swords, spires, samurai
armors, works of art and old documents are
stored and displayed in the Sanada Museum.
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Matsushiro Castle Ruins
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B Matsushiro Castle was built in the middle of the
16th century. Built so that the Chikuma River
flowing on the north side would serve as a
moat, it became the stage of a major battle, the
Battle of Kawanakajima.

After a change of castle lords, Nobuyuki
Sanada moved from Ueda Castle to Matsushiro
Castle in 1622. Ten generations of the Sanada
clan lived there for about 250 years until it was
destroyed in 1871.

After that, only the stone walls remained until
2004, when the gate and bridge were rebuilt

and restored to their original states.
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Sanada Treasures Museum
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BThe Sanada Treasures Museum showcases
the history of the Sanada clan, who ruled as
the lords of Matsushiro from the beginning
of the 17th century to the end of the 19th
century. The museum collects and displays
items including samurai gear, such as katana
(a type of Japanese sword) and armor, along
with calligraphy works, furnishings, and old
manuscripts.

Enjoy into the marvelous collection of antiques

passed on from Japan's samurai.
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Family Crests

WEARORMIE TFBROE (—8) 21 3 #.
2 BTN OE S (AXBes) TF, 7Ol
BHAR TR N5 BEHETEE < DET 6 DOHRT
RAERECHERICE ST BMA VNS ()
T BRITY
FOEHEERNEVRTOLBSERTREE S
TWETS,

BRI O Ol IRE LT EORER,-
MRS B EEERLTWE Ul

MThese are Crests of the Sanada family. They
had 4 crests in total. We call this "Roku mon

sen” or “Mutsu ren sen" in Japanese. Roku is
six, mon means a denomination of money and
sen means coin. Buddhists believe that there
is a big river between this world and the next
world. When all men die, and go to the next

world across the river by boat, they need to

pay mutsuren sen to the boatman. During the
Civil War Period, warriors were always prepared
for death by carrying these coins with them in
a battle. That was the Samurai spirit in Japan.

The other crests also have a positive meaning.
They are called Musubikarigane, Suhama and
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Welcome to Matsushiro

Warisuhama.
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Former Yokota Family Residence
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Sanada Family Residence
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#The Sanada Family Residence was a palace built in
1864 as a residence for the lord's mother-in-law.
Later, it became the residence for the lord as well,
following his retirement.

It is rare in Japan that a palace, separated from
a castle, is still remaining. The main house and
the many annexes , Such as the gates and the
Warehouses, and the garden are important

cultural heritage.
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Literary and Military Arts School
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WThe Literary and Military Arts School was

opened in 1855 for the children of samurai in the
Matsushiro Domain to study regular subjects as
well as martial arts. There are seven buildings: the
auditorium, classrooms for studying literature and
military tactics, and dojo for learning martial arts.
It is safe to say that this Literary and Military
Arts School, with the buildings remaining almost
entirely as they were when the school opened, is
the only one of its kind in Japan.

BEABRILEG. BRICFELCMRELTT., BE

EBBOEEHZWERERL THETCAS VS
BEFV BRRBETSBREENERBELE LR,
ER-FHEELLTBLON, EABRLCH 2%
Rl ARDRICIE, BBRCIRAREE S SRR
FTEBLIEAYDIZWE L. BBHIFEM
DEFERT. R TEHRARDICREICERS T
Ello RIUTRETIR, ZOBEFEEZBRNTDEE
BT, BER - BEEZBERUTVWET,

W Zozan Sakuma was a samurai from Matsushiro
who lived during the middle of the 19th
century.

An advocate for opening the country and
defending the coast, he studied artillery and
Dutch. He demonstrated an aptitude for things
like performing science experiments.

He opened a private school for the study
of Chinese writing and artillery during the
Edo period, and many of the people that
studied under Zozan played a role in the Meiji
Restoration.

At the request of the Edo Shogunate, he began
working in Kyoto, but was assassinated as soon
as he started.

Along with introducing his accomplishments,
the Zozan Memorial Museum exhibits his
valuables and signature.
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BBuilt in the first half of the 19th century, with
its thatched roof, was an annex for the retired
master, earthen storehouse, well, and garden
for crops, this is the quintessential Matsushiro
Castle Town samurai house. The buildings
and property remain unchanged, making this
a valuable place that has been designated a

National Cultural Heritage.
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