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"Kyogen Syuku-karakasa

A certain lord becomes suspicious when he notices that everyone
around him is gathering together, saying something, and bursting into
laughter. Curious, he asks his servant Tar6 Kaja about it. Tard explains
that they are enjoying a wordplay called “shitku kosegoto,” a kind of
witty pun that is very amusing. The lord, eager to learn this entertain-
ment for himself, orders Tard to find someone skilled in such
wordplay.

=

Noh Ukai

A monk from Kiyosumi in Awa Province (present-day Chiba Pre-
fecture) sets out on a journey to Kai Province (modern Yamanashi
Prefecture), which he has never seen before. Traveling through Mut-
suura and Kamakura, he finally reaches Tsuru and then Isawa. There,
he seeks lodging, but none of the villagers are willing to offer him
shelter. With no choice, he stays overnight in a small temple. It is said
that apparitions appear there at midnight, but relying on his spiritual
power, he resolves to spend the night.

At midnight, an old man carrying a torch appears. He laments:
“Indeed, if one finds the world sorrowful, it would be best to abandon
it. Yet my heart remains tied to the Natsukawa River, where the prac-
tice of cormorant fishing is so captivating, though it is but a vain act
of killing.” The monk admonishes him, saying that even in old age he
should abandon such killing. But the man replies that since his youth
he has made his living as a cormorant fisherman and cannot now give
it up.

One of the monlds artendants recalls meeting a cormorant fisher-
man in this area two or three years ago who offered him hospirality.
The old man reveals that fisherman has already died—and that he
himself is that mans ghost. He recounts the story: though fishing in
the Isawa River was strictly forbidden for three ri upstream and down-

Tard goes in search and believes he has found a suitable man.
However, the person he brings back turns out to be nothing more
than an umbrella maker. Brought before the lord, the man begins to
recite one pun after another, all of them concerning umbrellas. The
lord, unable to understand the wordplay at all, nonetheless pretends
to appreciate it. Delighted by what he believes to be clever wit, he
rewards the man with one of his possessions each time—until he has
given away quite a lot.

stream, poaching continued. The villagers set a trap and captured
him. He begged for his life, but they bound him in a straw mat and
sank him to the bottom of the river. He now asks the monk to pray
for his soul. Before leaving, he performs a dance evoking the motions
of cormorant fishing (the “Cormorant Dance”), then sorrowfully dis-
appears. (Interlude)

In the second half, the monks inscribe the Lotus Sutra, writing
one character upon each stone, and cast them into the river as an
offering. Then King Enma, the Lord of the Underworld, appears. He
proclaims: “Hell is not far away—it is right before your eyes. This
man (the cormorant fisherman), from his youth, accumulated count-
less sins, inscribed on iron tablets, while no deeds of virtue were writ-
ten on golden paper. Yet because he once gave lodging to monks, even
the demons were moved to compassion and allowed him salvation.”
At that moment, the wind of ultimate truth blows, the clouds part for
a thousand ri, and the moon of enlightenment shines forth.

King Enma declares that even sinners may attain rebirth in para-
dise through the Lotus Sutra, which brings salvation to all beings.
With reverence, he praises the sutra, and then, with majestic bearing,
returns to his realm.
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